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THE BIRTH OF HOPE
Luke 2:8-14
INTRODUCTION:  


A.  For years prophecies had been read by the Israelites, given to them by prophets of God concerning the coming of the Messiah


1.  They were given to provide hope- prophecies such as



a.  The Messiah would be born in Bethlehem, Micah 5:2



b.  He would be born of a virgin, Isa 7:14



c.  These were the words of God to all men through the prophets



2.  However, all of these could not compare in the slightest to the event itself 




a.  It is recorded in  Luke 2:1-7 And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus, that all the world should be taxed. (And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was governor of Syria.) And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of David, which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of David:) To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child. And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that she should be delivered. And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn. 




b.  A fulfillment of the past prophecies to a tee.


B.  But there was more happening on that quiet night around Bethlehem – something I want us to look at because it highlights the hope we find at Christmas.



1.  The passage is found in Luke 2:8-14 and highlights a bunch of shepherds – just common everyday working folks, not so different than you or me



2.  Lets read and listen to the words found in this passage: Luke 2:8-14  And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid. And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.


3.  In these seven verses we see the Birth Hope


4.   It is the hope of



a.  Salvation



b.  Joy



c.  Peace


5.  The Christmas Message is a message of hope found in the Christ born in  Bethlehem and it is what Christmas is really all about!

PRAY
This hope is found in a number of things, first is  
    I.  HOPE OF SALVATION:  Luke 2:9-11  And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid. And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.

A.  First, think about how the message was delivered: And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid.


1.  An angel of the Lord - with the glory of the Lord shining round about him.


2.  Can you imagine such a sight



3.  Imagine God choosing to have one of His heavenly messengers bring the message to the shepherds, personally!



4.  And the message did not go to the rich and powerful of this world but to the common man - shepherds



5.  The angel met them where they were, that was God's intent


B.  Now think about the Message,  Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. {11} For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour which is Christ the Lord.


1.  For Unto YOU

 

2.  It was not a message of fear



3.  It was not a message concerning a has been, a good man, or even of another angel, but the Lord Himself!



4.  What a message - it was personal – a personal message of hope – the hope of salvation

C.  And so it is today, over 2000 years later, as we celebrate Christmas


1.  At Christmas we celebrate the coming of a Savior, Jesus Christ the Lord



2.  Yes, He was born in a manger, but He died on a cross




a.  He died that He might reconcile mankind to God, for all have sinned and come short of the glory of God.




b.  That we might have forgiveness of sin, eternal life and a home in heaven for eternity!



3.  And He rose from the dead!  Hallelujah!



4. The message of Christmas is a message of the personal hope of salvation



a. For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.  John 3:16  



b.  That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.....For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.  Rom 10:9-10 & 13


5.  If you miss out on a personal relationship with Jesus Christ, you miss out on the entire message of Christmas and the Christmas story!


6.  Don't miss the message this Christmas season, make it personal, with Jesus Christ and find the hope of salvation in Him!

The Message of Christmas is not only a message concerning the hope found in Christ through salvation, it is also a message concerning the 
 II.

HOPE OF JOY: Lets read verse 10 again:  Luke 2:10 And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. 


A.  For all to many this time of year is not a time of joy



1.  Depression, worry, even suicides go up in the month of November and December



2.  People seem to come to the end of themselves at the end of the year and find that life is just to much



3.  There are too many reasons and factors that enter in, to come to a “this is why” statement, but it is a great problem.



4.  Psychologists, sociologists, even biologists have tried to give us the fix time and time again without much success, but there is one they constantly ignore, that is the real answer – the Savior who’s birth we celebrate at Christmas – He gives us the Hope of Joy – Jesus Christ

B.  Isaiah 9:6 states, For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. 



1.  He came into this world and is here to be our counselor – to bring us joy!



2.  It was Jesus who said:




a.  These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might remain in you, and that your joy might be full.  John 15:11



b.  And now come I to thee; and these things I speak in the world, that they might have my joy fulfilled in themselves.  John 17:13


3.  And the apostle Paul wrote of God’s kingdom, Romans 14:17 For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost. 


C.  The news of a Savior is one of joy:



1.  We sing of it every Christmas:  Joy to the world the Lord is come, let the earth receive her king!



2.  There is much wrong with our world today, circumstances in our lives might not be as good as we would like, and things might not be as we imagined, but God is still in control and we CAN rejoice in Him


3.  Listen to the psalmist Psa 95:1-6  O come, let us sing unto the LORD: let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation. {2} Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving, and make a joyful noise unto him with psalms. {3} For the LORD is a great God, and a great King above all gods. {4} In his hand are the deep places of the earth: the strength of the hills is his also. {5} The sea is his, and he made it: and his hands formed the dry land. {6} O come, let us worship and bow down: let us kneel before the LORD our maker. 


Jesus was born to bring to mankind a hope of salvation, joy and 
III.
HOPE OF PEACE: Luke 2:14  Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.

A.  Peace on earth - what a thought



1.  There has not been much peace on earth since the fall of man



2.  There is not much peace even now!  


B.  But Jesus came to bring peace



1.  First, peace with God




a.  Rom 5:1  Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ:



b.  Christ would make peace at the cross for all, For now in Christ Jesus ye (we) who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ.  Eph 2:13



c. He has become our peace, For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition between us;  Eph 2:14  



d.  Through His birth peace with God was made possible, and through His death and resurrection, peace with God was made obtainable to all who would come to Him



2.  Secondly, He came to give us the peace of God




a.  Jesus said, Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.  John 14:27



b.  And it was Paul who wrote, And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.  Phil 4:7

C.  Peace can be had in any area of your life today because of that first Christmas morning when as a babe, the Lord Jesus Christ came into our world – The Birth of Hope!b28
CONCLUSION:

A.  The Message of Christmas that the shepherds heard on that Christmas morning was that could have hope:


1.  Hope for Salvation


2.  Hope for Joy


3.  Hope for Peace

B.  Would you like to have what the shepherds found that evening so long ago?



1.  The same Christ invites you to Himself this morning



2.  Respond to His love - come!



3.  In Christmas we celebrate the Birth of Hope 
