Blessed Are The Meek                           Matthew 5:5                             06/27/10PM                            2

SERMON ON THE MOUNT: DIVISION 1
Christian Character
Matthew 5:3-12
-----------------------
Blessed are the Meek 

Matthew 5:5
INTRODUCTION:

A.   Tonight we will continue in our study of the Sermon on the Mount 



1.   Currently looking at what has become known as the Beatitudes



2.  We have looked at:




a.  Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. That is we recognize our spiritually bankrupt state as sinners




b.  Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted. This being to mourn or have repentance of our spiritually bankrupt state.



3.  This brings us to our lesson for tonight.



4.  We are going to study Mat 5:5  Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth.

B.  Once again remember why the word  blessed is used verses happy - The Greek word is makarios {mak-ar'-ee-os} 



1.  The word happy seems to take into consideration our circumstances, attitudes and environment:  if everything is these areas is okay then we are happy, but otherwise we are sad.




          -  In fact, the root of the word happy is hap, meaning chance


2.  Whereas the word blessed may be apply applied even in dire circumstances, in failing attitudes or a terrible environment.




          -  It is a state of being based in God, not on chance



3.  In his expanded translation of the NT, Kenneth Wuest substitutes "spiritually prosperous" for the word blessed



4.  So the man who's character is forged by this principle is blessed even if the circumstances of life do not lead him to be happy at that moment.


C.  Again our verse for this evening is Mat 5:5  Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth.
PRAY
So lets get going
  I.
BLESSED ARE THE MEEK

A.  When the word meek is used, how do we normally take it?



1.  Most of us would think of the word shy, maybe unobtrusive,  or not being self-confident



2.  In the world setting it is not seen as a positive attribute




a.  It seems to equate meekness with an effeminate man




b.  One who is:  1) Mousy  2) a weakling  3) a pushover  4)  even a coward



3.  To say a man is meek is to treat him with contempt in the business world.



4.  Yet our Lord says, Blessed are the meek....



5.  So there must be something more to this than is seen on the surface


B.  Define "Meek"



1.  The Greek word used here is "praus" {prah-ooce'}



2.  In the AV it is found three times and translated meek every time



3.  It means




a.  Mildness of disposition, gentleness of spirit, meekness




b.  It can also be defined as Humble, considerate or courteous



4.  Meekness toward God is that disposition of spirit in which we accept His dealings with us as good, and therefore without disputing or resisting. 



5.  In the OT, the meek are those wholly relying on God rather than their own strength to defend them against injustice. 




-  Thus, meekness toward evil people means knowing God is permitting the injuries they inflict, that He is using them to purify His elect, and that He will deliver His elect in His time. Is. 41:17, Lu. 18:1-8


6.  Gentleness or meekness is the opposite to self-assertiveness and self-interest. It stems from trust in God's goodness and control over the situation. 



7.  The meek person is not occupied with self at all.  This is a work of the Holy Spirit, not of the human will. Gal. 5:23

C.  Biblical Examples



1.  O.T. - Moses:  Num 12:3  (Now the man Moses was very meek, above all the men which were upon the face of the earth.)



a.  This was the man who stood before Pharaoh and commanded the mightiest leader of His day to let the Jews go




b. This was the man  who was not afraid to claim responsibility for the plagues raining down on Egypt




c.  This was the man who lead the nation confidently out of Egypt, even with Pharaoh's army breathing down his neck




d.  This is the man who after coming down off the mountain, through down the ten commandments at the base of the mount, having found the nation committing idolatry




     -  Burnt the image, ground it to powder, through it in the water and made the people drink it!




e.  We are not talking about an effeminate, weak mealy mouse type of guy here - but he was considered the meekest man on earth by God!



2.  N.T. - Jesus:  2 Cor 10:1  Now I Paul myself beseech you by the meekness and gentleness of Christ, who in presence am base among you, but being absent am bold toward you:



a.  Jesus Christ was not coward!




b.  He stood fearless before a crowd who would have stoned Him




c.  He drove the money changers out of the temple and reclaimed it for God.




d.  He proclaimed the judgment of God upon a guilty nation




e.  By far He was the meekest man who ever walked upon the face of the earth



3.  What did these two men have in common?




a.  Total submission to the will of God!




b.  As a man, Moses shows us the way to meekness




     1)  When God called Moses at the burning bush, listen to his words,  Who am I, that I should go unto Pharaoh, and that I should bring forth the children of Israel out of Egypt?  Exo 3:11 - He knew he could not do it on his own




     2)  God knew Moses could not do it by Himself so He told him, thou shalt take this rod in thine hand, wherewith thou shalt do signs.  Exo 4:17 



     3)  The rod of God was his strength in weakness, that upon which he leaned when he confessed he could not lean upon his own strength - he went depending upon God to do that which he knew he could not do!








c.  As God incarnate - Jesus submitted himself to the will of God. - He trusted His heavenly Father and submitted unto His will even in His death on the cross!


D.  Meekness is submitting ourselves to the mighty hand of God:  confessing our inability to do His will of our own selves and trusting, completely in Him to give us the strength to do it instead!

Do we all understand meekness now?  Good lets move on  

 II.
BLESSED ARE THE MEEK FOR THEY SHALL INHERIT THE
      EARTH!

A.  Here is a brief summary:  Our inheritance is two fold



1.  In this present time




a.  If a person is truly "meek" he has already inherited the earth in this manner




b.  He is satisfied and content as he is




c.  Paul put it this way in 2 Cor 6:10  As sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing all things.



d.  And it was he who said,  Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such things as ye have: for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.  Heb 13:5 




2.  However, the application is primarily future




a.  The apostle Paul wrote, The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God: {17} And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together. {18} For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.  Rom 8:16-18 




b.  Peter wrote, Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time:  1 Pet 5:6  



c.  And it was Jesus who said, For whosoever exalteth himself shall be abased; and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted.  Luke 14:11



B.  The high and mighty may have the earth now, but there is coming a day when the meek SHALL inherit it!


C.  Praise the Lord!

CONCLUSION:  Mat 5:5  Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth.

A.  Are we meek:  with complete submission to the Lord and relying on His strength to do the things we can not accomplish in and of our own will?


B.  Why don't we become the meek, thus becoming the salt of the earth and allow God to do great things through us!


C.  Just as an added extra, notice the progression of these Be-attitudes



1.  We see our sinfulness, we mourn (repent) of our sinfulness, and then we submit ourselves to a holy/righteous God



2.  And when this happens - read the next Be-attitude: Mat 5:6  Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled. - but that is for next week!

