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EXHORTATIONS TO FATHERS
Psalms 127:3-5

INTRODUCTION:


A.  Psalm 127:3-5 Lo, children are an heritage of the Lord: and the fruit of the womb is his reward. As arrows are in the hand of a mighty man; so are children of the youth. Happy is the man that hath his quiver full of them:… 


B.  this passage speaks of the joy and privilege of being a father, but I must say fatherhood can be one of the greatest assets in a family or it can be a great liability!


1.  The following statistics are not meant to be 




a.  An indictment against single mothers, for I believe most of them are doing the very best they can under hard circumstances




b.  Nor are they meant to be an accusation against fathers who are no longer in the home of their children



2.  They are meant solely to show the extent of the problem in our society and the accuracy of my initial statement



3.  I receive a news letter entitled Church Leaders Intelligence Report




a.  It is a news letter that collects information from many different publications and agencies and boils them down to concise facts




b.  In the June 6th, 2010 issue there was a report distilled from the U.S. Census Bureau, the U.S. Dept. of Justice, Nat’l Fatherhood Initiative, Urban Inst. concerning the connection between fatherless homes 


4.  Here is what the article stated:




a.  34% of children in the U.S. live without their father.



b.  40% of children living in father-absent homes haven’t seen their father at all during the past year. 50% have never set foot in their father’s home.



c.  90% of homeless and runaway children are from fatherless homes.



d.  71% of pregnant teens come from fatherless homes, as do 63% of youth suicides and 83% of children exhibiting behavioral disorders.



e.  70% of juveniles in state-operated institutions are fatherless. 85% of youths in prisons grew up in fatherless homes.




d.  Do you see the impact fathers have on the family?


B.  So how can I help you to keep on keeping on being in the home and raising your children?


1.  Well I can’t do it for you but I can exhort you to do it 



2.  So this morning I have three exhortations four us:




a.  Love Our Wife and Family




b.  Teach Our Children




c.  Obey God



3.  If you can manage to do these three things you have a great shot at having a wonderful life with your family and pleasing God at the same time.



4.  May God bless us as we seek to be the fathers God wants us to be.

PRAY

Our fist exhortation is 

I.
LOVE OUR WIFE AND FAMILY


A.  Father we are encouraged to love our wives and families in numerous places through out Scripture, but two will suffice, and to keep it wimple I will take them both from the book of Ephesians



1.  The first one is a direct statement concerning our wife




a.  Eph 5:25 Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it; 




b.  The Greek word translated “love” here is “agapao” – as it relates to people it means to welcome, to be well pleased with, to be content




c.  It is a type of love that is a decision based on the will not emotion and finds its highest expression in the love Christ had for the church – giving His life for her!



d.  In other words it is selfless love that is voluntarily extended to our wife, just because we want too.



2.  The second is a little more subtle and is found in the beginning of  Eph 6:4 And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. 




a.  One who loves another does not seek to provoke them to anger or wrath – they don’t want to exasperate them.




b.  Examples of what we are talking about might be




1)  Over protection or favoritism





2)  Comparing children or pushing achievement





3)  Using “love” as a reward or physically/verbally abusing




c.  There are many more but you get the point.


B.  Husbands and fathers we are to love our families:  our wife and our children.



1.  We should seek to exhibit the nature of Christ to them


2.  That means we have to live the gospel not just quote it.



3.  It cannot be a “Do as I say, not as I do” mentality.



4.  And as you have heard many times before – love equates to time and  attention -  not just for children but for our wives also.


C.  So I exhort you to love your wife and children!

The second exhortation is 

II.
TEACH OUR CHILDREN


A.  We are to take time to teach our children



1.  There are at least  two passages that speak to this subject




a.  The second half of Eph 6:4 ….: but bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. 




b.  And the beginning of Prov 22:6 Train up a child in the way he should go:….



2.  Ephesians 6 used two words “nurture” and “admonition”



a.  Nurture means to train to educate to teach them about morals and how to take care of the body (physically) – a fuller idea might be to show them the way, reproving and correcting along the way




b.  Admonition means to give instruction that leads to right attitudes and principles of behavior.



3.  The wording found in Proverbs 22 runs along these lines a well.


B.  If you have been listening you have come to the conclusion that this takes time 



1.  Yes, it does and it is something you need to commit yourselves to for a happy home!



2.  This is why Moses, while giving the Hebrews the law stated in Deut 6:7-9 And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up. And thou shalt bind them for a sign upon thine hand, and they shall be as frontlets between thine eyes. And thou shalt write them upon the posts of thy house, and on thy gates. 



3.  It takes this much effort and work



4.  But, fathers, if you will begin while they are small you will reap great benefits when they get older.



5.  If you have failed in this area, begin now.




a.  Confess to your children that you have not loved or taught them the way the Bible says you should and start to make corrections, immediately




b.  One word of caution – don’t try to make a hasty and complete change all at once, work into it




c.  Make a list of things that need to change





1)  Prioritize:  the first being the most important of necessary





2)  Teach (the biblical command or action) to all 





3)  Then work on it together




d.  It is paramount that the children see the parents – you dad – living up to the same standard as you are requiring of them.


C.  I exhort you, fathers, to teach your children.

We are being exhorted today to do some things, as fathers, that will better our homes:  1)  Love our wife and children; 2)  Teach our children; and 3)

III.
OBEY GOD


A.  We are to make sure we are obeying the Lord God almighty



1.  Again Moses wrote in Deut 13:4 Ye shall walk after the Lord your God, and fear him, and keep his commandments, and obey his voice, and ye shall serve him, and cleave unto him. 



2.  And more specifically, for our use this morning, Jesus said: For this cause shall a man leave father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife: and they twain shall be one flesh? Wherefore they are no more twain, but one flesh. What therefore God hath joined together, let not man put asunder. Matt 19:5-6

B.  Now some of you are astute students 



1.  You probably noticed that I did not continue along in the same format of my outline:




a.  Love OUR wife and family




b.  Teach OUR children




c.  Obey God



2.  I did that on purpose because some of us are obeying OUR god but it is not the God of heaven – it is our own little god.




a.  We are loving and following (in essence obeying) what Ezekiel would call idols of the heart.




b.  Our attention is on something else other than obeying God


3.  Fathers, I beg you to repent and turn back to God for the well being of your wife, your children and your self!


C.  Remember the statistics from the beginning of the message



1.  For those of you who have never been divorced – don’t even think about it – and if you have and are now re-married, don’t think of it again!



2.  Our concern should be for the children the Lord has given us – they need us



3.  But pastor that is a guilt trip you are trying to lay on us – no its God’s word.




a.  You can love you wife – it is a decision, not a feeling.




b.  You can’t train your children if you don’t see them.




c.  And the GOD tells us how we are to live.



4.  In Romans Paul writes, I beseech (and I exhort) you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. Rom 12:1-2
CONCLUSION:


A.  Fathers, I want you to have a great fathers day, today



1.  But more importantly I want you to have many more great father’s days



2.  That can only happen when we are determined to do things God way


B.  Let me exhort you to:



1.  Love your wife and family



2.  Teach your children



3.  Obey God


C.  Let us consider what the Lord has spoken to us today.

