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JOURNEY INTO LIVING WISELY – A Study From Proverbs

IMPROVING OUR MARRIAGE

Proverbs 24:3-4

INTRODUCTION:


A.  Some of you are thinking, We have heard quite a few messages on “Marriage” the last couple of years,


1.  Don’t you think we can move on to other things?



2.  Well, let me begin my answer with a question for you:  Is your marriage perfect?  Couldn’t  your marriage take some improving?



3.  I know mine is not perfect and it could always use some improvement.



4.  So the complete answer is “Yes we could move on and we have covered many other subjects, but there is a constant need for us to evaluate and re-evaluate our marriages so they can be the best then can be!


B.  Hence we come back to it every so often and that from many different angles.



1.  We have discussed it from a family stand point.



2.  We have looked at it from an improving your home stand point.


3.  Now we are looking at it through the study of the Proverbs.



4.  Different views give us different perspectives – it helps us to gain better insight.




a.  It is sort of like 4 people witnessing an accident at an intersection from different corners




b.  Each will see the same accident, but each will see things from a different perspective, adding a more complete description of the incident.




c.  Some things they see will be the same, others will be different.




d.  But it is the whole that is important.


C.  So tonight we will look at what Proverbs has to add to the discussion of Improving Our Marriage



1.  Point in case:  I do not believe I have looked at the passage of Scripture we have as our foundational passage before.



2.  It is found in Proverbs 24:3-4 Through wisdom is an house builded; and by understanding it is established: And by knowledge shall the chambers be filled with all precious and pleasant riches. 



3.  It is quite an interesting one.



4.  So we will begin our study with an expository look at it



5.  And then we will seek out wisdom, understanding and knowledge on five subjects that pertain to our search for Improving Our Marriages.

PRAY

We begin this evening by taking an

I.
EXPOSITORY LOOK AT PROVERBS 24:3-4, Through wisdom is an house builded; and by understanding it is established: And by knowledge shall the chambers be filled with all precious and pleasant riches. 


A.  Context.


1.  The book of Proverbs is a collection of wisdom sayings.



a.  It can be hard to attain the context because many verse are not aligned or connected with the previous – they are separate words of wisdom.




b.  Thus we must really consider the context.



2.  In this case verses 3-4 could be connected to verse 1-2




a.  The jest could be:  don’t think about how evil men get their wealth and do not desire to be with them – their hearts are not right.




b.  If you want to build, establish your house, fill your house with pleasant things you need to do it through wisdom, knowledge and understanding.




c.  Of course this would relate back to that which is given of the Lord.



d.  The good thing about this particular passage is that whether it is attached to verses 1-2 or not, the truth is the same.

B.  For our application tonight – Improving our Marriage -  Our house: physically and spiritually it will only be done through wisdom, knowledge and understanding



1.  I want to look at three words found in the passage 




a.  Knowledge – the gathering of information




b.  Understanding – knowing how the information all fits together as a whole to produce




c.  Wisdom – applying our knowledge and understanding in a way that pleases God and benefits us in accordance with His word.



2.  So in order to build a house (a home – a family) that will please God we need knowledge of His word, and understanding of how it relates to us and the wisdom to apply it as God expects.



3.  If we want our marriage to honor God then we need to seek how to do it His way by gaining this knowledge, understanding and wisdom.



4.  That is what we are seeking to do tonight.
With that put before us lets move on to taking a look at 
II.
FIVE SUBJECTS THAT PERTAIN TO OUR SEARCH TO IMPROVE OUR MARRIAGE, If we want to improve our marriages we must begin with


A.  Communication



1.  Now we have spoken about this a number of times, even had a couple of lesson on “Communication” itself, and well we should – this is the number one reason for marriage problems according to counselors at this time.



-  If you would like more in depth information concerning biblical communication you can come to me and get a little booklet entitled “Communication and Conflict Resolution” by Stuart Scott. (SHOW)


2.  The study guide you received mentions there are many aspects to communication but one is really necessary and, more often than not over looked, it is LISTENING




a.  Proverbs 1:5 states, in part,  A wise man will hear, and will increase learning;….




b.  We are told in James 1:19 Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath: 



3.  He then mentions four principles to good listening




a.  Allow your spouse plenty of time.





1)  Don’t interrupt – most of us would rather talk than listen





2)  It takes self-discipline to keep quiet and listen




b.  Avoid correcting or arguing





1)  While listening, let your spouse finish





2)  Determine if they are looking for answers, information or just a compassionate ear.





3)  This is not always easy – but we must learn how to do it – Peter writes Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with them according to knowledge,…. 1 Peter 3:7




4)  One word of caution – our study guide says on page 48 that “emotional outbursts of anger can be good”  





a) There are certainly limits to this Eph 4:29 & 31





b) Eph 4:29 Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth, but that which is good to the use of edifying, that it may minister grace unto the hearers. 






c)  Eph 4:30 And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption. 




c.  Aim your eyes at your spouse





1)  This is a good idea and communicates sincerity and care





2)  However, I believe the verse used in your study guide was taken out of context.




d.  Finally, ask questions to clarify





-  Proverbs 20:5 Counsel in the heart of man is like deep water; but a man of understanding will draw it out. 


B.  The second thing we can do to Improve Our Marriage is to continue Courtship


1.  There is a phrase that has been around for I don’t know how long, but is true none the less “If there was more courting in marriage there would be fewer marriages in court.”



2.  Don’t let the most important person in your life get just the leftovers of your attention!



3.  Proverbs 5:18 states, Let thy fountain be blessed: and rejoice with the wife of thy youth. 



4. And the principle goes for you ladies a well, Let thy fountain be blessed: and rejoice with the husband of thy youth. 


C.  The third thing we can do to Improve Our Marriages is to Complement One Another


1.  Before we got married we seemed to be able to focus our attention on the good things but afterwards we seem to begin to focus on the negative



2.  Interestingly enough they were both there during the dating phase but we did not see them.



3.  We need to refocus our attention on the good – everyone likes to hear a well done or complement



4.  Proverbs 16:24 states, Pleasant words are as an honeycomb, sweet to the soul, and health to the bones. 


D.  The fourth thing we can do to Improve Our Marriages is to confession



1.  None of us is right all the time – even if we want to think we are!



2.  It takes a bigger person, one that is secure in their personhood to humble themselves to admit it.



3.  James writes, James 5:16 Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed. The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. 



4.  A person does not gain anything by continuing to live a lie


5.  Those who can admit they are wrong and ask forgiveness gain everything:  respect, trust, and peace.

Now there is one final area we need to cover, and I believe it is the greatest of all- including areas we did not cover, and there are many.


E.  If we really want to Improve Our Marriages we need Christ!



1.  By this I mean we need to grow in our relationship to Him



2.  You see a marriage is best when it consists of husband, wife and Christ.



3.  Look at the diagram on age 51 of your handout.



4.  If I will become closer to God and Denise will become closer to God what happens to our relationship?



5.  This thought has revolutionized my counseling practices.



6.  But there is something here for those who do not have a spouse that is saved – grow closer to God.  Why?




-   1 Cor. 7:13-14 And the woman which hath an husband that believeth not, and if he be pleased to dwell with her, let her not leave him. For the unbelieving husband is sanctified by the wife, and the unbelieving wife is sanctified by the husband: else were your children unclean; but now are they holy. 



-  In other words you can be the catalyst that God uses to begin a work in your spouses life and bring them to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ. 



7.  Suffice to say, the stronger your relationship to Christ the better your marriage is going to be!

CONCLUSION:


A.  If we want some help in Improving Our Marriages we can begin by working on these five areas:  Communication, Courtship, Compliments, Confession and Christ

B.  Begin with your walk with Christ and work from there.



1.  Often spouses believe the best way to make their marriages better is to change their spouse, but it is not so.



2.  The best way to effect change in our spouses is to change ourselves.


C.  Remember Through wisdom is an house builded; and by understanding it is established: And by knowledge shall the chambers be filled with all precious and pleasant riches.

D.  May God bless us as we seek to Improve Our Marriages!
