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THE FAMILIES HEART – BUILDING STRONGER FAMILIES AND CHURCHES
Part 2 – Having Inspiring Family Worship Experiences, Rev 4:11

INTRODUCTION:


A.  When you mention the word “worship” what comes to mind?


1.  Along with many other things usually the word or place called “church”



2.  Why is that?




a.  Well for many, it seems, that over the years worship has been reduced to a ritualistic activity where the “frozen chosen,” as Andrew Hill in his book enter His Courts with Praise calls them, come to a designated place, usually a church, to pray, sing and have God’s word preached and then leave to go do the things they really want to do.




b.  Little is experienced, felt or changed in their hearts and lives.




c.  Hence, “church,” and maybe more specifically “worship,” has become boring, stale and of little use to the normal Christian.



3.  What a sad state of affairs this is!


B. I want you to think about this: How is it that a creature created by God with the inward desire to worship the Creator can find no joy in worship and can go away from the experience with little or no visible effect of it in their lives and no change having occurred?


1.  Maybe it is because “worship” has become just another scheduled activity on an already full plate of activities.



2.  Or maybe its not something that is experienced within the normal daily life cycle of family members.



3.  In his book Exploring Worship, Bob Scorge states, Worship is our affirmative response to the self-revelation of the triune God.  For the Christian, each act of life is an act of worship when it is done with love that responds to the Father’s love.  Living should be constant worshiping, since worship may be said to provide the metabolism for spiritual life.


C.  Using this definition of worship I would like us to consider how we might improve our worship



1.  And more than that, how we might incorporate and grow in the act of worship in our homes.



2.  This relates to all of us, not just those with children at home, but it should be especially gratifying to those who start the process of worship with their children in the home as an extension of the worship we have as a corporate body on Sunday.


D.  There are many expressions of worship seen in the Bible, some of the more explicit are found in the book of Revelation.



1.  Read with me if you will Rev 4: After this I looked, and, behold, a door was opened in heaven: and the first voice which I heard was as it were of a trumpet talking with me; which said, Come up hither, and I will shew thee things which must be hereafter. And immediately I was in the spirit: and, behold, a throne was set in heaven, and one sat on the throne. And he that sat was to look upon like a jasper and a sardine stone: and there was a rainbow round about the throne, in sight like unto an emerald. And round about the throne were four and twenty seats: and upon the seats I saw four and twenty elders sitting, clothed in white raiment; and they had on their heads crowns of gold. And out of the throne proceeded lightnings and thunderings and voices: and there were seven lamps of fire burning before the throne, which are the seven Spirits of God. And before the throne there was a sea of glass like unto crystal: and in the midst of the throne, and round about the throne, were four beasts full of eyes before and behind. And the first beast was like a lion, and the second beast like a calf, and the third beast had a face as a man, and the fourth beast was like a flying eagle. And the four beasts had each of them six wings about him; and they were full of eyes within: and they rest not day and night, saying, Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, which was, and is, and is to come. And when those beasts give glory and honour and thanks to him that sat on the throne, who liveth for ever and ever, The four and twenty elders fall down before him that sat on the throne, and worship him that liveth for ever and ever, and cast their crowns before the throne, saying, Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created. 



2.  As we consider Ways To Have Inspiring Family Worship Experiences we first need to get a general sense of worship


3.  We will then consider how we might do this in the family setting.

PRAY

Lets begin our study lets 

I.
GET A GENERAL SENSE OF WORSHIP


A.  It begins with a knowledge of who God is – a “vision” if you will of God’s majesty


1.  If you read the first 8 verses of this passage you should find yourself wondering



a.  Is this a true view of God’s throne?  Answer: Yes




b.  If it is, then how can I grasp the wonder of it – all of it?  Answer:  You probably cannot, but what we can will probably amaze us




c.  Think about it – read those verses again.


2.  As we consider this passage things get to be big – so big that our minds move to what we might say is awe! 



3.  Adults, who do we believe God to be?



4.  Does our view of God come to this level?


B.  Second, we need to assess God’s worth to us – v. 11 “Thou art worthy


1. You see, what we attach worth to we attach time and effort to as well.



2. How much worth do you attach to God?



3.  I would ask you to consider a personal evaluation.




a.  How much time do you spend in God oriented things?




b.  How much time do you spend in communion with God?




c.  How much of your time is spent thinking about God?




d.  How much of your finances are dedicated to God?



4.  It is kind of hard to worship God if you don’t think He is worth it!


C.  Once we get a vision of His majesty and account Him worth our time and effort we can then grant Him what He is worthy of



1.  In Rev 4 it is worthy of glory, honor and power.



2.  If you turn over to Rev 5 and look at the Lamb of God we read, worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing. And every creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, and such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, heard I saying, Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power, be unto him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever. And the four beasts said, Amen. And the four and twenty elders fell down and worshipped him that liveth for ever and ever. Rev. 5:12-14


3.  The more we believe God has done for us the more we will deem Him worthy. (Luke 7:47)



4.  The Lamb took our sin and death and gives us eternal life – to the afore mentioned list we now add riches, wisdom, strength and blessing!



5.  Do those in our/your home see this kind of worthiness displayed?


D.  This brings us to the last thing we need to see in a survey of worship 



1.  Lets read the last phrase of verse 11 together:  for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created. 



2.  We have a tendency to believe that life is all about us – that God is in the heavens and has the mandate to make us comfortable, happy and worry free.



3.  But this verse makes it very clear, though it can be found everywhere in the Bible, that we are here for God’s pleasure not the other way around.



4.  How do you view God and yourself?




a.  Could we prove what we say by our activities, by the activities we let our children partake in?




b.  Can others see that God has the  priority in and of our life? (note I did not say “a”)

E.  Now your probably saying “Pastor that is some heavy stuff.  Yes I know it is, for you and me.



1.  But how can we think about Inspiring Family Worship if we are not inspired about the one we are to worship?



2. Take a moment and consider what we have just covered.

With this said lets look at worship within the structure of family

II.
WORSHIP WITHIN THE FAMILY SETTING


A.  First let me say that worshipping in your home as a family is not heresy!



1.  It was the way they did it for the first few hundred years



2. We read in Acts, Acts 2:46 And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of heart, 




-  Notice Temple and House!



3.  Many of our children don’t appreciate worship at church because they see it only as one activity getting in the way of another – they don’t do it at home with their own family and don’t see any reason to go and do it with others.


B.  So how do we begin to have worship in the family setting



1.  One easy way is to model it after your church worship – not in script, but in content:  Prayer, singing, reading the word, devotion, giving




a.  Now you don’t have to do all these every time – variety is good




b.  Maybe you have one time of just prayer and singing





1)  Gather prayer requests:  from the youngest to the oldest (maybe have some of the older children pray for the adult needs or for the younger children’s needs)





2)  Sing songs:  have each person in the family have a list of favorite Christian songs and sing one of each list – if some don’t know the song, have the person who brought it to the group teach it to the others (patience and selflessness is important)



c.  Maybe you have just prayer and a subject study





1)  Have each person provide a list of subjects they would like to look into





2)  Ahead of times gather a group of verses that speak to the topic:  read them aloud and discuss them




d.  Maybe you have prayer and Bible reading – have a particular chapter picked out and have everyone who can read, read some verses (have some questions ready about the material and talk about it)




e.  Keep it short at first 15-20 minutes and increase it as interest increases




f.  Pick a time (consistent time is best – the same time each week or day)



2.  Now there are other ways to have family worship time – be creative, but make sure God is the central theme and topic




a.  Maybe you take a hike in a local state or national park





-  Talk of God’s creative ability, the greatness of His creation, the intricacies of His creation




b.  Go to a local ice cream shop (yes have ice cream) or a restaurant (yes get a hamburger) and talk about God’s provision for you, your family and the world (this may start with the food you are eating but can be expanded to Christ’s atoning death)




c.  Go to the garage or into the back yard and build something together:  This can lead in a number of directions;  God creative ability (creations); His gifting of man with abilities and talents (stewardship, free will to chose and make decisions – naturally leading to consequences); watch a TV show or movie and then discuss the biblical themes, godly vs. ungodly activities.



d.  Go to a sports game and talk about team work (the church), self-control and self-discipline




e.  The possibilities are endless



3.  The author of the book that gave me the idea for the series suggests that as a family you jot down three activities the family likes to do




a.  Pick one and list a way or two to find God in it




b.  Then go do it and see how many more ways God could be seen, talked about or realized in it the performance of the activity. 


4.  The key is to center in on God.

CONCLUSION:


A.  You can worship God as A Family in the family setting


B.  John Burnett writes, The bonus is simple.  When you experience worship within your family structure, your worship at church will be more inspiring and effective.  Worship is just like anything else. Whatever you put in, you get out – multiplied.  Lets practice worship each day with our families and experience God more than just once a week.
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