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DAUGHTERS OF SARA
A Mother’s Day Message

1 Peter 3:1-6

INTRODUCTION:


A.  Of all the women mentioned in the Old Testament and again in the New Testament there is probably none greater than Sarah, the wife of Abraham.


1.  I mean think about it- it was through her by the seed of Abraham that God’s people would grow to be the as the sands of the sea.



2. And she is one, of only two, women mentioned in the faithful hall of Fame in Hebrews 11:11 Through faith also Sara herself received strength to conceive seed, and was delivered of a child when she was past age, because she judged him faithful who had promised. 



3.  She was a great woman of the faith.


B.  It is probably because of this faith that Peter mentions her as an example, in our passage for this morning:


1.  1 Peter 3:1-6 Likewise, ye wives, be in subjection to your own husbands; that, if any obey not the word, they also may without the word be won by the conversation of the wives; While they behold your chaste conversation coupled with fear. Whose adorning let it not be that outward adorning of plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, or of putting on of apparel; But let it be the hidden man of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, even the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price. For after this manner in the old time the holy women also, who trusted in God, adorned themselves, being in subjection unto their own husbands: Even as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord: whose daughters ye are, as long as ye do well, and are not afraid with any amazement. 



2.  This morning I would like to do two things




a.  First, bring to light a short history of this woman found in Gen 11-25



b.  And then expound some qualities as found in Peter’s writing concerning those who are her “Daughters”




c.  May God grant us a wonderful time in His word and may He bless the “Daughters of Sarah”

PRAY

We will begin this morning by taking a quick look at 

I.
A HISTORY OF SARAH, Gen 11-26


A.  She is first mentioned in Genesis 11:29 And Abram and Nahor took them wives: the name of Abram's wife was Sarai;



1.  Interesting to note that the second mention of her is that she was barren



2.  This is important because in the days of Abram (later to be known as Abraham) and Sarai (later to be know as Sarah) not being able to bare children was looked upon as a problem, even a curse.



3.  It will also be seen as the basis of Sarah’s hall of fame faith.


B.  But I want you to see even more about


1.  The third mention of her in the Old Testament is found in Genesis 11:31 as Abraham’s family relocates from Ur of Chaldee’s to Haran



a.  Now this was no day trip – it was 600 miles, probably by foot




b.  If we calculate the average walking speed at 3 miles an hour for 8 hours a day that is 25 days approximately (that is with no problems)



2.  And she did so not knowing where she was going (women – do you feel her pain?)



3.  And if that was not bad enough, after setting up house (we find in Genesis 12:1) she had to tear it all down years later and make another move as God called Abram out of the Ur of Chaldees to go to Canaan




-  A trip of 400 miles



4. And all this time she has not been able to conceive a child – remember she lived in a culture that put a premium on children:  many children blessed – no children cursed was the mentality.



5.  If Abraham  and Sarah entered Canaan in 2091 BC and had the baby in 2066, she had to waited at least another 25 years for the baby.



6.  All this and much more to see God fulfill His promise of a child – later known to be Isaac.


C.  Now let me add that Sarah was not perfect, she had laps of faith as recorded in scriptures


1.  At one point she tried to work things out in her own way, instead of relying on God, Genesis 16:1-2 Now Sarai Abram's wife bare him no children: and she had an handmaid, an Egyptian, whose name was Hagar. And Sarai said unto Abram, Behold now, the Lord hath restrained me from bearing: I pray thee, go in unto my maid; it may be that I may obtain children by her. And Abram hearkened to the voice of Sarai. 



2.  At another time, being very old, she laughed at the idea that she would still be able to conceive, Genesis 18:13-14 And the Lord said unto Abraham, Wherefore did Sarah laugh, saying, Shall I of a surety bear a child, which am old? Is any thing too hard for the Lord? At the time appointed I will return unto thee, according to the time of life, and Sarah shall have a son. 



3.  As a side note: It was between these two incidences (Gen 17:15) that God dictated a name change for Sarai to Sarah, which means “noble woman”


D.  I bring this up only so we understand that when we begin to talk about the “Daughters of Sarah” we are not talking about perfect people, rather those who’s live lives of faith, even with its ups and downs – which include wrestling with their faith.



1.  We all (both men and women) could stand with the father found in Mark 9:24: who cried,  Lord, I believe; help thou mine unbelief. 



2. So take hope in knowing you can be a “Daughter of Sarah” and not  be perfect.

Lets move on to 

II.
THE QUALITIES OF DAUGHTERS OF SARAH, or women of faith:  We can pick out at least 7 qualities from 1 Peter 3:1-6

A.  The Context Of The Passage


1.  Peter is speaking to us about how we are to live in a world where things are not perfect or should we say where they are evil. 1 Pet 2:11-20


2.  After explaining how we are to live we are given an example to follow  – that being Christ, 1 Peter 2:21-24


3.  In the 1 Peter 3:1, Peter makes a connection between what he has just written and women, wives specifically using the word “likewise” - that being a reference back to 1 Pet 2:3-24 – submission to government authorities, submission to masters, and Christ’s example of submission to God



-  Interestingly it is aimed at the salvation of their unbelieving husbands, now that got the attention of some of you


B.  So what are the qualities of a Daughter of Sarah?



1.  Purity - 1 Peter 3:2 While they behold your chaste conversation… 




a.  The word “conversation” speaks to behavior.




b.  A life that is clean or pure or upright before their husbands and God


2.  Reverence - 1 Peter 3:2 …coupled with fear.



a.  This is not a fear of their husband – but a fear of God




b.  This was the example Christ left (1 Pet 2:21-25)




c.  When you couple a pure life with a fear of God you have one of the greatest evangelistic tools available:  whether towards your husbands of others!



3.  The next two go together – like a pair of twins - A Meek & Quiet Spirit - 1 Peter 3:3-4 Whose adorning let it not be that outward adorning of plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, or of putting on of apparel; But let it be the hidden man of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, even the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price. 




a.  This speaks to a humble spirit:  one that is not arrogant or boastful




b.  Meekness or gentleness is to have a considerate and kind disposition




c.  Quiet spirit speaks to a still or tranquil spirit




d.  Together it is a spirit that intends to let God do what is needed while at the same time resting in Him treating others with kindness. 




- Just as a side note;  if you try to force it your way it does not work as seen with Sarah and Hagar:  it did not go well for Sarah, Abraham, or the world for that matter.



4.  This is followed by another set of twins:  Submission and Obedience, 1 Peter 3:5-6 For after this manner in the old time the holy women also, who trusted in God, adorned themselves, being in subjection unto their own husbands: Even as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord:…



a.  I did not start with this because I did not want to turn you off immediately, but it is how our passage started:  1 Peter 3:1 Likewise, ye wives, be in subjection to your own husbands; 




b.  Submission is the inner attitude – willing to be under authority




c.  Obedience is the outward manifestation of that.



d.  Now I know many of you grimace when you hear this, but this is biblical





-  As another side note:  this is speaking directly to women who have non-believing husbands, how much more to those who have believing ones?



5.  Now we come to the final quality, one I have named courage, the KJV states 1 Peter 3:6 Even as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord: whose daughters ye are, as long as ye do well, and are not afraid with any amazement. 




a.  But many be the NRSV states it a little bit more understandable: Thus Sarah obeyed Abraham and called him lord. You have become her daughters as long as you do what is good and never let fears alarm you.




b.  This is what allows you to do what is right regardless of consequences

C.  So there you have it.  A picture of what it is to be a Daughter of Sarah, very possibly the greatest women found in the word of God outside of Mary.

CONCLUSION:


A.  Women, I think, if you were to talk to Peter, he would tell you - to be a daughter of Sarah is a big complement.


1.  She is a woman of purity, reverence, a gentle and quiet spirit, submissive and obedient, and courageous.



2.  More importantly, I believe you will find this is the type of woman Jesus wants mothers, in fact all women to be:  first to Him and then, if married to there husbands.


B.  If you are here this morning and you have a mother like this you need to be praising God. And no matter what your mother is like


1.  You need to be praying for her so that she might be what God wants her to be.


2.  Ladies, this is a very good passage to take to heart if you want to be what God wants you to be



3.  This does not mean you have to be perfect (Praise the Lord), it just means you have a desire to please God and are working on it.


C.  Praise Be To God For The Daughters Of Sarah.
