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THE BIBLICAL FAMILY:  A Community
Judges 2:6-15 &  Deuteronomy 6:7-9

INTRODUCTION:

A.  This Lesson is a make over of a Sunday morning message I preached back in 2007 and the outline for our second point can be found in a book entitled Age of Opportunity, by author and speaker Paul David Tripp. 
 


1.  With that said, this evening I want to look at the family as a community – a unit.



2. Looking at the family environment as a whole.


B.  If you turn to Judges 2, you will find one of the saddest commentaries on the people of God to be found anywhere.



1.  God, under Moses freed the Israelites from Egypt and took them to the banks of the Jordan River




a.  There they refused to cross over




b.  And God caused them to wander in the wilderness for 40 years – all those who were 20 years and older died in those ensuing years, with the exception of Joshua and Caleb who God found faithful and therefore blessed them.


2.  At the end of those 40 years they came back to the banks of the Jordan.  



a.  Those who were under 20 years of age, at the first Jordan experience, have now grown up and under Joshua’s leadership go in and take most of the land and start to settle in.




b.  It is at this point we come to our passage in Judges




c.  Joshua dies and all the generation that came up behind him.


C.  Listen to these sad words - Judges 2:10b-11 …and there arose another generation after them, which knew not the Lord, nor yet the works which he had done for Israel. [11] And the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the Lord, and served Baalim: 



1.  Did you catch that?



2.  How many generations?  10? 5? 3?



3.  No – the NEXT!


D.  How could that be?



1.  The generation that died was the one that had grown up in the wilderness and entered into the promised land.



2.  Many of them saw miracle after miracle in the desert.



3.  They had seen the miracles of crossing the Jordan and the fall of Jericho.



4.  They had seen battle after battle that the Lord had fought for them.



5. They had even set up memorials to remind them to teach their children of the events (see Joshua 4:5-7).


6.  It is their children who knew not the Lord, nor yet the works which he had done for Israel!


E.  Who’s fault was it?  Joshua’s, the priests’, the judges’?



1.  No. It was the fault of the parents!



2.  They failed to speak to their children about the things of God



3.  They had got caught up in the things of the world and were acting like the world: religious but worldly!


F.
In like manner the Christian family today is never more than one generation from extinction!


1.  That ought to scar us!


2.  You and I must learn from the past as set before us or we are destined to repeat it

G.  So this evening we need to know that  



1.  The Family Is God’s Primary Learning Community



2.  Secondly, There Are Three Separate, Yet Inter-mingled Arenas of Learning.

May our gracious God open our eyes to the need to teach our children the things of God and His Word while we have the opportunity.

PRAY
Let us begin this morning by coming to the realization that 

I.
THE FAMILY IS GOD’S PRINCIPLE LEARNING COMMUNITY.


A.  Let me say this up front and get it over with:  No where in scripture will you find that it is the responsibility of the nation, state, or even the church to teach/raise our children.


1.  The responsibility is given directly to the family – to fathers as head.



2.  It is within the family context that real learning can take place because it is the smallest single unit of community there is.



3.  Its intimacy makes for great learning:  vises, as well as virtues, can been seen in detail and be dealt with the same way.



4.  The Family is God’s Principle Learning Community for this very reason.


B.  Look if you would at Deut. 6:7-9 Speaking to parents Moses wrote for God, And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up. [8] And thou shalt bind them for a sign upon thine hand, and they shall be as frontlets between thine eyes. [9] And thou shalt write them upon the posts of thy house, and on thy gates. 


1.  The context of this passage is family



2.  To teach a child the things he needs to know, one must be diligent and purposeful to teach the right things



a.  Just a quick sobering note – our children learn from us good and bad as they live life in close proximity to us!




b.  That is why we must lead a godly life and one that exalts God at every corner



3.  Diligence is necessary




a.  We are to teach them when we are seated in our homes, walking outside, when we are getting up and lying down.




b.  We are to teach them while we are doing life!



4.  As parents we have opportunity after opportunity to teach our children



5.  And it is our responsibility to do so:  we might employ public schools, Sunday School, Preaching, and many more, but remember what they learn and how they learn it is OUR responsibility.
And it is this need that brings us to our second point.  If we are ever going to teach our children what they need to know we need to have an even greater understanding of the family.  What kind of teaching community is it? There are
II.
3 ARENAS OF LEARNING:  Within the family there are three arenas of learning, any or all of which may be present in any particular moment – in any particular incident, so the family becomes 

A.  A Theological Community


1.  Just before the words we read in Deut 6:7-9 are these, found in 4-7; Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God is one Lord: [5] And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy might. [6] And these words, which I command thee this day, shall be in thine heart: [7] And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children,…



2.  The purpose of teaching, as referenced in these verse is to recognize and show




a.  The Lord is God & He is one




b.  We are to love the Lord




c.  To remember and do the words of God




d.  These are the things of theology:  in word and action!



3.  It is our responsibility as a family to learn of God and who He is – this is one reason it is so important for the head of the home to bring some type of devotions to the family – remember the children learn by seeing as well as hearing




-  Is God important to you?  How do you show it in your family living?



4.  Jesus thought it was important to testify of God in the family.




a.  In Luke we read of a healing of a demon possessed man.




b.  Listen to our Lord’s words follow this exorcism:  Luke 8:39 Return to thine own house, and shew how great things God hath done unto thee. 



5.  Children need to be taught who God is and that he give us directions in His word for our good as a pathway to His blessings.



6.  The teacher in Ecclesiastes learned that all labor, toil, wisdom, achievement, pleasure, success are utter meaningless if disconnected from God.



7.  Therefore, we must take the opportunities God provides in everyday situations to teach of God, His ways, and His blessings.



8.  Examples:  




a.  Your child comes home stating they are discussing evolution





-  Ask her what she has learned




-  Then take the opportunity to discuss creation.




b.  Bring the children into prayer with you – give them a greater appreciation of prayer and what God is doing



9.  The theological aspect of the family community focus on our knowledge of and interaction with God.

Secondly the family becomes a 


B.  Sociological Community



1.  Christ not only reiterated the commandment to love the Lord God but also stated that we are to love our neighbor.



2.  this speaks of how we are to relate to others.



3. What better place to learn this than the family




a.  You have not the privilege of deciding who you are family with:  sinners live in close  quarters with each other.



b.  Thus you have opportunity to deal with conflict, servanthood, pride, selfishness, communication, and much, much more. 




c. All these things have implications far beyond the family unit, but it is the best place to learn:  unconditional love and acceptance are present, giving each individual a place of security in which to learn.



4.  Furthermore, powerful messages concerning the nature of relationships are taught in the way mom and dad talk to each other, serve one another, make decisions, and deal with their differences.



5.  Paul Tripp writes, “The family is called to be the context in which what it means to love your neighbor as yourself is self-consciously taught at every turn.”



6.  In Luke 2:51-52  we see Jesus model it  as he was in subjection to his parents and within the family setting he grew in wisdom & stature; in favor with God and man. 



7.  Examples:  




a.  If two children are fighting over a toy you can either





-  Make one give it to the other, the one who had it first or





-  Teach them about loving one another, sacrifice, selfishness, etc.



b.  When they share nicely you can give them appropriate praise and let them know how God is pleased over how they work in harmony or love each other.



8.  The family is the best place to learn/teach how to love others and is God’s principle place to teach in a sociological community environment
This brings us to the last arena of this teaching community, the


C.  Redemptive Community



1.  “Life in all its harsh realities is played out in the context of the family. Because of sin, the family is a place of unfulfilled promises, broken dreams, and disappointed expectations.”



2.  As we live in and admit this reality  we come to realize that Jesus is the only answer.


3.  Again Paul Tripp writes, “When God reveals sin, there are only two responses for the Christian.  One is generate some system of self-justification to make wrong desires and behavior acceptable to [our] own conscience.  The other is to admit [our] sin, confess it to God and man, and place [ourselves] under the justifying mercy of Christ.




a.  Parents who do the former will not have a home that functions as a redemptive community.  They will unwittingly teach their children to hide their sin, to explain it away, to deny its existence, or to blame others.




b.  Parents who do the latter will teach their children to rely on Christ, to confess their sin, and believe that where sin abounds, grace abound even more….




c.  The key to the family functioning as a redemptive community, where the gospel is the glue that holds the family together, is parents who so trust in Christ that they are ready and willing to confess their faults to their children”


4.  When the word of God is held as the high standard all will come to understand their need for Christ and God’s gracious love as it was poured out for their sin.



5.  Think about these two verses found in 2 Timothy: 1:5 & 3:15 -  writing to the young Timothy Paul states




a.  When I call to remembrance the unfeigned faith that is in thee, which dwelt first in thy grandmother Lois, and thy mother Eunice;…

   


b.  And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 



c.  It was within the context of family life that Timothy came to see his need for Christ and how to obtain it.



6.  Parents, the family is the best place for our children to see how to deal with sin.




-  We should not distance ourselves from our children’s sins with words like, “How could you do so and so,” 



-  We already know the answer because our sins are the “so and so.”




-  Better we should empathize with them and show them the better way – the way of the cross and Jesus Christ!

CONCLUSION:


A.  Parents we must except the fact that we are God’s primary teachers



1.  As Christian parents we need to realize that our homes are teaching communities in which we teach about how to love God, how to love our neighbors and the need for God’s love in our personal salvation.



2.  If our families are living in close communion with God – so will our churches!


B.  Those of you who have been here a while know that I very, I mean very, rarely endorse a book from the pulpit, but I am going to make an exception to that this morning



1.  As you consider how your family ought to be put together in the Lord I would first study God’s word and then get Paul David Tripp’s book the Age of Opportunity.




-  Especially if you are going to be raising teenagers any time soon.



2.  The out line for this mornings message is derived from chapters 3 & 4 of this book.


C.  May God bless us as we seek to be families that truly love him.  
� David P. Tripp, Age of Opportunity (P & R Publishing, Phillipsburg, NJ, 2001) pp. 53-70





