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JOURNEY INTO LIVING WISELY – A Study From Proverbs
Eliminating Envy
Proverbs 14:13

INTRODUCTION:

A.  Tonight we want to look at the subject of Envy

B.  Lets begin with a story: A young man was the apple of his fathers eye



1.  First born of his beloved second wife



2.  He doted over him at every stage of his life



3.  So much so that he made his son a very special coat – a coat of many colors



4.  If you did not know before this last point you probably know who I’m talking about now, don’t you?  Joseph



5.  Let’s listen to just a couple of verses from Gen 37: 




a.   Gen 37:3-4 Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his children, because he was the son of his old age: and he made him a coat of many colours. And when his brethren saw that their father loved him more than all his brethren, they hated him, and could not speak peaceably unto him. 




b.  Gen 37:11 And his brethren envied him;…. 



6.  You know what happened:  they first thought about killing him, but through him in a pit and then sold him to traders on their way to Egypt – there he spent many years as a slave and prisoner.



7.  All because of envy!


C.  Our Scripture passage for this evening is found in Prov 14:30 A sound heart is the life of the flesh: but envy the rottenness of the bones. 



1.  The problem with envy is that it goes clear through to the bones!



2.  This is why Prov 27:4 states Wrath is cruel, and anger is outrageous; but who is able to stand before envy? 




a.  Able could not, Joseph could not, Moses could not, Mordecai could not, Daniel could not, Jesus did not!




b.  Did that last one catch you off guard?




c.  Yes, Jesus’ demise was due, in part, to the envy of the chief priests: Mark 15:10 For he knew that the chief priests had delivered him for envy. 


D.  I don’t think I need go any further to show that envy is a great evil 


1.   Euripides, a 5 century B.C. writer of tragedy wrote, “Envy is the greatest of all diseases among men.”



2.  And so it would do us well to look into it!

Lets begin with prayer.

The author of the study guide you received start by looking at the results of envy, but I think we need to begin by 

I.
DEFINING THE SIN OF ENVY



A.  What is envy?



1.  It is interesting to do word studies and see where a word comes from




a.  In this particular case our English word came from the Latin word “invidere” meaning: to look at with enmity




b.  The word “envy” is coveting what someone else has 




c.  Putting these two ideas together we could say that it is a desire for something some else has that leads us to get what someone else has – whether from them or another source, by underhanded means if necessary.


2.  This is why God wrote in the law: Exo 20:17 Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's house, thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's wife, nor his manservant, nor his maidservant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor any thing that is thy neighbour's. 



3.  Some would try to put envy and jealousy in the same boat, but they are fundamentally different:




a.  Whereas envy seeks to get what someone else has, jealousy seeks to keep what we already have.




b.   Jealousy could be sin, but envy is always sin!

B.  This is why we need to read and understand 1 Tim. 6:6 But godliness with contentment is great gain. 



1.  Godliness – reverence, respect, piety toward God is necessary if we are to battle envy



2.  Contentment will drive envy far away!

With this in mind lets look at 

II.  THE REPERCUSSIONS OF ENVY (These are in your guide
)

A.  One, Envy Ruins Relationships



1.  Do you remember Proverbs 27:4 Wrath is cruel, and anger is outrageous; but who is able to stand before envy? 



2.  Does it sound odd to you to hear the Word say that envy is worse than wrath and anger?  Why do think that is?




a.  One reason our author gives is that these are often short lived:  blow up and blow out, so to speak




b.  Envy, on the other hand, is long running.


3.  This is often because we never seem to think we have enough or we never have someone who is enough



4.  Envy can lead to a great host of problems:  greed, thievery, adultery, even murder (as in the case of Jesus)

B.  Two, Envy Causes Mean Motives



1.  Note the words of James: James 3:16 For where envying and strife is, there is confusion and every evil work. 




a.  Envy brings confusion and makes our motives impure!




b.  Envy drives us to do things we would not do, evil things, such as lying, cheating, and those mentioned before.



2.  Think about what 



a.  Cain did to Able




b.  Joseph’s brothers did to him



c.  Again the Pharisees and chief priest’s actions towards Jesus



3.  Envy leads us to mean motives

C.  Three, Envy Is A Sinful Assessment Of Who We Are.



1.  I’m sorry, I just don’t like the term “Self-esteem”



2.  Envy is an expression of inferiority:  I can’t be who I want to be without…..



3.  Envy causes us to continually compare ourselves to an inappropriate standard – others!




-  Prov 23:17 Let not thine heart envy sinners: but be thou in the fear of the Lord all the day long. 


D.  And Finally, Envy Blinds Us To Our Blessings



1.  If we are envious we cannot enjoy the blessing we do have



2.  In case you have noticed yet, there will always be someone who has more than you, is prettier than you, can go more places than you, is smarter than you, and excreta. 



3.  Many can’t enjoy the good life because they are always looking for a better life like so-and-so!



4.  Proverbs gives us a warning found in Prov 27:20 Hell and destruction are never full; so the eyes of man are never satisfied. 

Now that we know what envy is and what it will do, how do we go about finding 

III.
THE REMEDY FOR ENVY


A.  First, We must turn to the Word of God


1.  We must see and acknowledge and confess Envy as sin.



2.  Listen to 1 Peter 1:25-2:3 But the word of the Lord endureth for ever. And this is the word which by the gospel is preached unto you. Wherefore laying aside all malice, and all guile, and hypocrisies, and envies, and all evil speakings, As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby: If so be ye have tasted that the Lord is gracious. 



3.  This is the first step in getting rid of any sinful thought or activity.



4.  Proverbs 28:13 states, He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy. 



5.  And 1 John 1:9 says, If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 



6.  This will set us in a right relationship with God but we must do more otherwise it will creep right back in.


B.  We Must Stop Comparing Ourselves To Others



1.  This is where that contentment we talked about a little earlier comes in.



2.  Paul learned this early in his ministry, Not that I speak in respect of want: for I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content. I know both how to be abased, and I know how to abound: every where and in all things I am instructed both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need. Phil 4:11-12


3.  Do you remember the words found in the last chapter of John?




a.  Jesus was having a conversation with Peter recorded for us in John 21:15-22




b.  After feeding the disciples Jesus told Peter that his life would end in him being bound and led to martyrdom




c.   Peter looked at John and asked God “What about him”




d.  Jesus’ words are legendary,  “What is that to you, follow me!”


4.  We must be willing to follow Jesus where He takes us, not comparing ourselves to others and be content with that!



5.  I learned the lesson when it came to wanting bigger and bigger churches:




a.  Conference with Ronnie Floyd of First Baptist Church of Springdale



b.  Hearing him speak – not me, to eloquent – come to understand what the Lord had for me.


C. Finally, appreciate Our Assets, I’m not sure why he used that term, I’d use count your blessings!



1.  Listen to the words of Jesus:  Take heed, and beware of covetousness: for a man's life consisteth not in the abundance of the things which he possesseth. Luke 12:15


2.  If you know the Lord Jesus Christ as Savior, you have so much




-  Think about that for a minute – write down what comes to mind.



3.  If you have a family, a job, transportation, food, clothing, shelter – write down what comes to mind.



4.  Read Galatians 5:13-26 and then study it,  paying particular attention to the words “liberty” “walk,” “works of the flesh” and “fruit of the spirit.”



5.  Let me read it to you now:  For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; only use not liberty for an occasion to the flesh, but by love serve one another. For all the law is fulfilled in one word, even in this; Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. But if ye bite and devour one another, take heed that ye be not consumed one of another. This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh. For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would. But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law. Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which I tell you before, as I have also told you in time past, that they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God. But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law. And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts. If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. Let us not be desirous of vain glory, provoking one another, envying one another. 

CONCLUSION:


A.  You can live without envy and it will be a much better life – Eliminate Envy!

B.  Remember and memorize Phil 4:11, Not that I speak in respect of want: for I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content.

C.  May God bless you as you follow Him and live in contentment in His will.
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