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FAITH BEGINS AT HOME – The Extended Family Makeover

1 & 2 Timothy

INTRODUCTION:


A. Story



1.  We have all done it – before we have children we look at others and say “My child will never do that.”


2.  How humbling parenthood can be!



3.  I had heard kids say words that I said, My child will never use that word




a.  Until one day in the check-out line of a craft store Steph, then about 6 or 7, used the word hell in a very wrong manner




b.  Which was bad enough, but then Denise exclaimed, Steph what did you say?




c.  And she repeated it loud enough for everyone to hear.



4. It is at times like that we wonder how we are going to raise children to be spiritual – spiritual champions as Barna States it

B. So how do we transform kids into spiritual champions? It takes community.


1.  Paul was an apostle who took a young man named Timothy under his

wing and began to disciple him, began to groom him into a spiritual leader. In the New Testament we have two personal letters Paul writes to Timothy.



2.  In these letters we get some insights into this relationship and how

Paul, as a spiritual father, was used by God to raise up Timothy as a spiritual champion.



3.  Through Paul, Timothy was equipped to be a Christian leader and  pastor in the church of Ephesus.



4.  So we are going to hop around this morning through these two letters

(and a few other places in Scripture) where Timothy and Paul’s relationship

is revealed to glean what it takes to raise up kids who are spiritual champions.


C.  As we begin, I want to go back to something that we have talked about

previously – remember youth were asked to list the top five influences in their lives – spiritually speaking


1.  Statistically 3 of the 4 top influences on a person’s faith are

family members.




a.  Mother 

81% male

74% female




b.  Father


61% male 
50% female




c.  Pastor 


57% male

44% female




d. Grandparent 
30% male 
29% female



2.   If we add those who placed other family members (not siblings) as significant to the grandparents, making a category for extended family you could have numbers as high as 43% for males and  41% for females



3.   Needless to say, grandparents, aunts, uncles and other extended family members can have a definite input into the lives of children in the family!


D.   If we open our Bibles to 2 Timothy chapter 1 we will find that Timothy

was a lot like many kids in our world today.



1.   Timothy, like many kids today, has a faith that comes from mom and

grandma. 



2.   2 Timothy 1:5, When I call to remembrance the unfeigned faith that is in thee, which dwelt first in thy grandmother Lois, and thy mother Eunice; and I am persuaded that in thee also.


3.   Paul comes onto the scene as a guy who fills kind of an extended

family role in Timothy’s life. Not just as a man outside Timothy’s immediate family, but as a pastor filling a absent father, grandparent or extended family role.


E.  As we read these personal letters we are going to get a glimpse at how

God used Paul to transform Timothy into a spiritual champion and as we do, we are going to receive some insights on how we can become effective extended family members to the kids in our lives and help them to become all that God intends them to be. The following outline, along with much of the material comes from Mark Holman’s book entitled Take It Home – lets do it.
PRAY

Maybe one of the first things we need to know is
I.
WE BECOME AN EXTENDED SPIRITUAL FAMILY WHEN WE BECOME COMMITTED – TAKE RESPONSIBILITY


A.  In 2 Tim. 1:5 Paul writes, When I call to remembrance the unfeigned faith that is in thee, which dwelt first in thy grandmother Lois, and thy mother Eunice; and I am persuaded that in thee also. 



1.  It is of great interest to me that Paul would make mention of Timothy’s grandmother, by name no less.


2.  Note the wording used “dwelt first in thy grandmother Lois.”


3.  Evidentially, she was a woman of deep faith who passed it to her daughter and then on to her grandson.



4.  No doubt she spent quit a bit of time and effort on building Timothy’s foundation for faith.



5.  It would seem she took the opportunity and responsibility to teach her daughter and grandson


B.  But we also see Paul, as part of Timothy’s spiritual family take responsibility as  well.



1.  Note the introductions to his two letters:




a.  1 Tim. 1:2 Unto Timothy, my own son in the faith:…. 




b.  2 Tim. 1:2 To Timothy, my dearly beloved son….



2.  Paul was not afraid to step up and teach this young man the things of God




a.  He taught him doctrine, counseled him on the issues (both social and church), prayed with him




b.  And as we have all ready mention wrote him letters.


C.  Grandparents, uncles & aunts, other family members need to get into the lives of children and be a mentor to them:  teach them, encourage them, correct them and bless them



1.  But pastor, I don’t live close to my grandchildren – that’s okay, much of the time Paul was quit a ways from Timothy, but that did not stop him.



2.  You can still be a part of their spiritual life, it might just take a little more effort and creativity, but it can happen.


3.  As fellow members of Christ’s church we can be an extended family and as such we need to be concerned about the spiritual mentoring in their lives.



4.  We need to take appropriate responsibility.
We become an extend spiritual family when we become committed and 
II.
WHEN WE MAKE PRAYER AND SCRIPTURE FOUNDATIONAL TO OUR RELATIONSHIPS


A.  If we are taking Paul as an example, we have plenty to look at



1.  Paul let Timothy know he was praying for him




-  2 Tim. 1:3 I thank God, whom I serve from my forefathers with pure conscience, that without ceasing I have remembrance of thee in my prayers night and day; 



2.  Paul prayed with Timothy: Many N.T. books are attributed to Paul




a.  He and Timothy, among others, are the “we” in




b.  Col. 1:3 We give thanks to God and the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you, 




c.  1 Thes. 1:2 We give thanks to God always for you all, making mention of you in our prayers; 




d.  Just to name two.



3.  Paul told Timothy how important Scripture was when H penned:  2 Tim. 3:15-17 that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works. 


B.  Grandparents, uncles & aunts, other extended family members:



1.  Do children in your family know you pray for them?




-  Do you ask them what you might pray for, for them?



2.  Do you pray with them?



-  Do you remember what you pray about and rejoice with them when the answer comes?


3.  Sunday School teacher/AWANA leader do your children know you pray for them?



4.  What part does scripture play in your relationship?




a.  Do you read it to or with them?




b.  Do you correct with it?




c.  Do you teach with it?



d.  Do you encourage with it?


4.  Let them know you believe in prayer and the Bible:then let them see it.

Extended family members, whether by blood or spirit, can help raise spiritual champions, 

III.
WE BECOME AN EXTENDED SPIRITUAL FAMILY WHEN WE ENCOURAGE AND PREPARE KIDS TO USE THEIR SPIRITUAL GIFTS

A.  1 Tim. 4:12-14 Let no man despise thy youth; but be thou an example of the believers, in word, in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity. Till I come, give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine. Neglect not the gift that is in thee, which was given thee by prophecy, with the laying on of the hands of the presbytery. 



1.  Here Paul is encouraging Timothy to use the gifts God had given him.



2.  Someone was probably giving him a hard time about being young – like that doesn’t happen very often!



3.  In another place Paul writes, Wherefore I put thee in remembrance that thou stir up the gift of God, which is in thee by the putting on of my hands. For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind. 2 Tim. 1:6-7


4.  Paul was encouraging Timothy to be prepared for life, use what he had learned and the gifts he had been given by God to face the challenges of life.


B.  Grandparents, uncles and aunts, extended family members and church family, we need to be determined to do the same thing.



1.  Our children need to hear our cheer leading, our encouragement, our support.



2.  They need to know what their gifts are and how they can be used in the kingdom of God



3.  If I could do one thing different in raising Steph, I think it would be in this area.




a.  I believe I was a pretty good encourager but I would put it on paper.




b.  I would give her something she could go back to time and time again, regardless of her age!




c.  Grandparents and extended family members  kids love to get mail – even if you are just down the street, send a card with encouraging words!
We become an extend spiritual family when we become committed, make prayer and scripture foundations to our relationship, encourage and prepare children in our lives to use their spiritual gifts, and finally

IV.  WE BECOME AN EXTENDED SPIRITUAL FAMILY WHEN WE MODEL THE CHRISTIAN LIFE

A.  Note Paul’s Modeling Job



1. Paul wrote to Timothy, 2 Tim. 3:10-14 But thou hast fully known my doctrine, manner of life, purpose, faith, longsuffering, charity, patience, Persecutions, afflictions, which came unto me at Antioch, at Iconium, at Lystra; what persecutions I endured: but out of them all the Lord delivered me. Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution. But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving, and being deceived. But continue thou in the things which thou hast learned and hast been assured of, knowing of whom thou hast learned them; 



2.  Paul was saying, Timothy you have spent considerable time with me, isn’t this the type of life you want?



3.  Yea, sometimes it is hard, sometimes you will question, but you just keep living as you have seen me live.



4.  What a testimony!


B.  Someone once said, real life is caught, not taught.


1.  I guess there is some truth to that, our children, grandchildren, spiritual children, learn by what they see before them – that is real, not necessarily the words they hear.



2.  They need to know, by experience, that you are committed to them,. praying for them, and encouraging them.



3.  A life lived for Christ is the best evangelistic tool in the kingdom’s toolbox!



4.  Live it!

CONCLUSION:


A.  Folks, if you want the family to be a God given sanctuary it will require that each and every person do his part in putting Christ first.



1.  Parents, must model Christian living



2.  Extended family can reinforce with Christian living



3.  Pastors and church family can further reinforce with Christian living


B.  If we are going to change the direction of our nation it must begin by changing the direction of our lives and our homes.


C.  Grandparents, extended family and church, lets all be a part of a community effort to lift up Christ and see spiritual champions developed.

D.  Let’s have an Extended Family Make-over!
� Mark Holman & David Teixeira, Take It Home (Gospel Light, Ventura, CA, 2008) p. 234-235





