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SERMON ON THE MOUNT: DIVISION 1
Christian Character
Matthew 5:3-12
-----------------------
They That Mourn 

(Mourning brings the Son)

Matthew 5:4
INTRODUCTION:

A.  As  you know we have begun a study of probably the greatest sermon ever preached on this planet earth.  It was given by our Lord not long after entering into His public ministry.  We have a record of it in Matthew 5-7, and it has become known as The Sermon on the Mount.



1.  The first division of that Sermon has been called The Beatitudes and I have entitled it Christian Character.



2.  The last time we were in this particular study we looked at the first Beatitude, Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is (present tense) the kingdom of heaven.

B. 
This evening we are going to look at the second Beatitude 



1.  It is found in Mat 5:4  



2.  And it reads, Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted.

C.  Strange statement.



1.  Mourn & comfort don't seem to go together.



2.  To say nothing about the idea that those who mourn are the ones who are blessed.



3.  That is because the world has come to the conclusion that if you are mourning, it is because you have not been blessed.


D.  However, we must remember, these are the words of Jesus, the Son of God, the Eternal One, Wisdom incarnate.



1.  Rather than fight against what the Word says, we need to learn what it means and see how we can grow from it!



2.  And so that is what we will attempt to do tonight.

PRAY
  I.
BLESSED ARE THEY THAT MOURN...Matt 5:4
Lets begin by trying to define a couple of words

A.  The first word is the word Mourn: the Greek word used here for mourn is pentheo {pen-thah'-o}



1.  From what I understand it is the strongest word in the Greek for mourn



2.  It means to wail 



3.  This word is used for the mourning of the dead - a passionate lament for one who was loved.



4.  Included in this are the tears, the lump in the throat, the wrenching of the gut and intense sorrow.



5.  It is a very emotionally charged word.


B.  Secondly, defining “they” - the group or type of mourners spoken of



1.  It should be obvious that not every group of mourners is meant by this verse



2.  Arthur W. Pink writes, There are thousands of mourners in the world today who do not come within the scope of the biblical text:




a.  Those mourning over blighted hopes




b.  Those mourning over financial problems




c.   And even those mourning over lost loved ones


3.  But, alas, so far from many of them coming beneath this Divine promise, they are under God's condemnation; nor is there any promise that such shall ever be Divinely "comforted."  There are three kinds of mourning referred to in Scriptures: a natural, such as we have referred to above; a sinful, which is disconsolate and inordinate grief, refusing to be comforted or a hopeless remorse like that of Judas; and thirdly, a gracious, a godly sorrow, of which the Holy Spirit is the Author.  The mourning of our text is a spiritual one.


C.  So we now know that we are talking about a deep gut wrenching sorrow brought about by the Holy Spirit in the realm of spiritual things.



1.  And just as the first Beatitude dealt with our spiritual poorness, being spiritually bankrupt



2.  So this verse speaks of our spiritual mourning, consciousness of our sin!



3.  Blessed are those who mourn over their sin!



4.  For God will not leave them there

So how does this come to be?

 II.
BLESSED ARE THEY THAT MOURN, FOR THEY SHALL BE COMFORTED, Matt 5:4

A.  First, we see it in Salvation – the mourner’s are blessed


1.  A true revelation of sin to an unconverted person will bring such sorrow - mourning; 



2.  Many on our church roles across our land never had such a stirring within their soul hence they are no longer in the church, reading their Bibles, praying for the lost or serving God!



3.  Oh, they may have admitted they were sinners, but not their sins



4.  They never fully grasped that it was, putting it in the first person, my sin: my self-centered, self-righteous, self-sufficient, low down dirty rotten disgusting works of the flesh that put the nails into those precious sinless hands and feet.  That it was I who put the spear into his side and broke His heart!



5.  Those who have seen themselves in this light - have mourned - and they have been comforted!



6.  The apostle Paul wrote, For godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation not to be repented of: but the sorrow of the world worketh death.  2 Cor 7:10


7.  There are many biblical examples:



a.  The woman of Luke 7, who washed the Lord's feet with her hair and tears:  She had Jesus as her defender, she was comforted




     -  Have you ever shed a tear over your sin?




b.  The prodigal Son, who before he left the far country said,  I will arise and go to my father, and will say unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, and before thee, {19} And am no more worthy to be called thy son: make me as one of thy hired servants.  Luke 15:18-19 



     1)  He was welcomed with open arms by the father




     2)   Have we come to the place we understand ourselves to be this kind of sinner?




          -  Estranged from God because of our own sinful desires!




c.  The publican of Luke 18 who, standing afar off, would not lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying, God be merciful to me a sinner.



      1)  Because he felt the plague of his heart



            2)  It was Jesus who said, This man went down to his house justifed rather than the other.


8.  When we sense sin to this degree, The Comforter, comes to the repentant soul and does the work of the "New Birth."




a. The condemnation is removed.




b.  The guilt is removed.




c.  The death penalty is removed




d.  And Joy floods the soul!



9.  Mat 5:4  Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted.
But as A. W. Pink also stated, “This mourning is by no means to be confined to the initial experience of conviction and contrition...” it is found

B.  Secondly in sanctification, Mat 5:4  Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted.


1.  Note the tense of the verb:  it is not "have mourned" (past tense) but mourn (present & continuous experience tense).



2.  The sins we commit daily, of both omission and commission, will be a cause of daily grief if the soul is tender.



3.  As we become more attune to God we will with much more clarity understand the depravity of our nature.



4.  Think about it:  urgings of unbelief, the swelling of pride, the coldness of our love for our fellow man, and lack of visible fruit.



5.  Should bring us to cry like Paul, O wretched man that I am!


6.  If our sin, that does so easily beset us, is seen for what it is each day: a rebellion against God, and (figuratively speaking)  another pounding of the nail on the cross, should it not cause us to mourn?




-  We see our children make bad decisions and do wrong things and it grieves us, but do we mourn over our own sin, which is an affront to the almighty God?



7.  For those who do, the promise of God is they will be comforted!



8.  For those who mourn their sin, repent and confess it to their heavenly Father, there is forgiveness and cleansing - thereby comfort!



9.  1 John 1:9  If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

    10.
Mat 5:4  Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted.
CONCLUSION:

A.  Many a person in our town today do not have the comfort of knowing their sins forgiven and an eternal home in heaven.



1.  They have never come to the point where they mourn over their sins that separate them from an eternal and loving God



2.  They will never be "blessed" if they do not come to the end of themselves, mourning over their sin and come to the Divine Comforter for eternal life


B.  There are many Christians today, possibly some sitting right here, who do not know the comfort of God's presence and joy.



1.  They think they are concealing their sin



2.  They are finding present outward joy in their sin



3.  May God break through the callous heart, convicting and rebuking that sin




a.  Bringing that one to their knees as they weep bitterly




b.  Thus confessing it to God and seeking comfort where only it may be found - Jesus' nail pierced hands!


C.  The words of our Lord Jesus Christ are TRUE - Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted.
� Arthur W. Pink, An Exposition of the Sermon on the Mount (Baker Books, Grand Rapids, MI 1985) p. 18





