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CHRIST IS RISEN
ROMANS 6:9
INTRODUCTION:
Responsive reading - Christ is Risen (Hymn 167)
CHRIST IS RISEN
Christ is risen, Christ is Living, dry your tears, be unafraid,

Death and darkness could not hold Him, nor the tomb in which He lay.

Do not look among the dead for One who lives forever more,
Tell the world that Christ is risen, make it know He goes before.
If the Lord had never risen, we'ed have nothing to believe,

But His promise can be trusted: "You will live because I live."

As we share the death of Adam, so in Christ we live again;
Death has lost its sting and terror, Christ the Lord has come to reign.
Death has lost its old dominion, let the world rejoice and shout,

Christ, the first of the living, gives us life and leads us out.

Let us thank our God, who causes hope to spring up from the ground,
Christ is risen, Christ is giving life eternal, life profound!
CHRIST IS RISEN

A.  Today, there are those who would argue that the  Lord Jesus Christ did not rise from the dead



1. It should be no surprise, they did it in the first century



2.  Paul having preached to the Athenians concerning the resurrection of Christ was mocked



3.  The thought of a resurrection was foolishness - it was for those who lacked understanding 

B.  But the FACT remains - Christ is Risen



1.
Scripture states Jesus rose from the dead,



2.   Over 500 witnesses saw Him after His death & resurrection



3.  Millions of saints throughout the last 2000 years have born witness to the FACT - Jesus rose from the dead.



4.  Listen to the resurrection account as written by Matthew: Matt 28:1-8  In the end of the sabbath, as it began to dawn toward the first day of the week, came Mary Magdalene and the other Mary to see the sepulchre. [2] And, behold, there was a great earthquake: for the angel of the Lord descended from heaven, and came and rolled back the stone from the door, and sat upon it. [3] His countenance was like lightning, and his raiment white as snow: [4] And for fear of him the keepers did shake, and became as dead men. [5] And the angel answered and said unto the women, Fear not ye: for I know that ye seek Jesus, which was crucified. [6] He is not here: for he is risen, as he said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay. [7] And go quickly, and tell his disciples that he is risen from the dead; and, behold, he goeth before you into Galilee; there shall ye see him: lo, I have told you. [8] And they departed quickly from the sepulchre with fear and great joy; and did run to bring his disciples word. 



5.  PRAISE GOD, CHRIST IS RISEN!

C.  Lavon Brown tells a story concerning a religious pilgrimage in the Italian Alps: 


-   Every year thousands of people climb a mountain in the Italian Alps, passing the "stations of the cross" to stand at an outdoor crucifix. One tourist noticed a little trail that led beyond the cross. He fought through the rough thicket and, to his surprise, came upon another shrine, a shrine that symbolized the empty tomb. It was neglected. The brush had grown up around it. Almost everyone had gone as far as they cross, but there they stopped. 
 
-  Far too many have gotten to the cross and have known the despair and the heartbreak. Yet, far too few have moved beyond the cross to find the real message of Easter. That is the message of the empty tomb.   Christ did not stay in the tomb, He rose from the dead and is alive for evermore!
   



1.   We need to go beyond the point of Christ’s crucifixion, because our hope is not found laying in a tomb, but standing alive at the right hand of  the throne of God:  Our forgiveness of sins was purchased in Christ’s death, but our hope is found in Jesus’ resurrection!



2.  With this said let’s turn to our jumping of passage for this morning: Romans 6:9.  In this verse we find a great assurance from God concerning Jesus Christ, it states, Knowing that Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more; death hath no more dominion over him. 

D.  Praise God for the empty tomb!  Praise God Jesus is alive! And because Jesus is alive His Resurrection provides us with three great things, it provides 



1.  A Great Declaration



2.  A Great Hope, and 



3.  A Great Determination
Thank you Lord for the declaration the resurrection of Jesus makes to the world, for the hope it gives the church and the Determination it gives the saint of God – may we glorify you today!
PRAY

Let us begin this morning by examining the
  I.

A GREAT DECLARATION:  It is found in Rom 1:4  And (Jesus was) declared to be the Son of God with power, according to the spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead: The resurrection has a two fold DELCARATION:


A.  First, It declares to the world that Jesus Christ is the Son of God



1.  Scripture prophesied the Son of God would be raised from the dead.  For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell; neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption, David wrote in Psalm 16:10.



2.  We read of the its fulfillment  in Matthew 28, but listen to the testimony



a.  Luke wrote in the book of Acts God hath fulfilled the same unto us their children, in that he hath raised up Jesus again; Acts 13:33



b.   And Paul wrote, It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us.  Rom 8:34 



c.  Jesus’ resurrection was prophesied, realized, and testified of by the prophets, Apostles and people of God in the first century – thus declaring that Jesus Christ, the son of Mary is the very Messiah, the Son of God, the Savior of the world!

B.  Secondly it is a declaration of the power of God



1.  Raising of the dead is no easy task: it is a powerful demonstration



2.  You could say “Actions speak louder than words”


3.   When Jesus rose from the dead it put the finishing touch on His ministry




a.  He was conceived of the Holy Spirit  & born of a virgin, 




b.  He lived a sinless life




c.  He gave up His life for sinners - to cleanse us from our sin




d.  He was laid to rest in a borrowed grave and




e.  Three days later He rose from the dead, Hallalujah, and He lives forever more!



4.  Any fool can kill someone, but raise them from the dead - that's power! Power only God possesses! 



5.  The scripture says - Jesus was declared to be the Son of God with power, according to the spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead:

C.  Friends, we have a Declaration to make,  Jesus is risen from the dead.  Thereby proving He is the Son of God and All Power is given unto Him.
PRAISE GOD, JESUS IS RISEN!
The resurrection not only provides us with a Declaration, it also provides us with 
 II.

A GREAT HOPE - 1 Pet 1:3  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,

A.  Hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ



1.  The word "hope" does not mean what you might think




a.  Those in the world would say




     1)  I hope I can buy a new car next year




     2)  I hope I get a raise next month




     3)  I hope it does not rain or snow tomorrow




b.  This is a chancy thing - it may or may not happen








c.  Its a dead hope, there is no power to produce what is hoped for



2.  But the word "hope" in this verse is talking about a sure thing that you can count on.  This produces a patient waiting as Rom 8:24-25 states, For we are saved by hope: but hope that is seen is not hope: for what a man seeth, why doth he yet hope for? 25 But if we hope for that we see not, then do we with patience wait for it.  


B.  Praise God our hope is not in or of this world! Our hope is in Jesus Christ.  In Him there are two thing that go together, they are seen in 1 Th 4:13-17  But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him. 15 For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep. 16 For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: 17 Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.


1.  First, the hope of Christ's return - it is sure - it gives me sense of anticipation as I live in this sin filled world




a.  Titus wrote Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ; Titus 2:13



b.  And so I serve God Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.   Heb 12:2  - He has risen from the dead - He is coming again!



2.  Secondly, there is the hope of eternal life - it is sure - It gives me joy to know I will be living with Jesus eternally




- It was John who wrote, These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of the Son of God.  1 John 5:13  

C.  Now, did you notice the adjective attached to the word hope in 1 Peter 1:3,   LIVELY


1.  As opposed to dead hope as the world has -



2.   The Resurrection promised a lively hope:  one that produces joy, peace and love




a.  Therefore we should be telling people about this hope




b.  Peter wrote But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear:   1 Pet 3:15





c.  The reason for the hope in us? It's Jesus, Jesus Christ risen from the dead reigning forever more!  AMEN!!

The resurrection provides us with three things this morning:  A Declaration:  Jesus Christ is the Son of God with power A Hope:  Jesus is coming again, bringing eternal life and finally

III.
A GREAT DETERMINATION - Rev 20:6  Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such the second death hath no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand years.

A.  From this Scripture text we know there are going to be two resurrections



1.  The first will be at Christ's second coming - Those who are in Christ, when Christ returns in the air prior to the tribulation - this is the event we read about in 1 Thess 4.


2.  The second resurrection will be following the thousand year reign of Christ - naturally, made up of those who were not in the first resurrection, notice what the scripture says concerning them




a.  And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away; and there was found no place for them. 12 And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their works. 13 And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead which were in them: and they were judged every man according to their works. 14 And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. 15 And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.  Rev 20:11-15  



b.  They will be raise unto judgment - cast into the lake of fire forever





1)  Never to know the love, comfort, mercy, grace and glory of God.





2)  And Only to know the righteous, holy, wrath of God in eternal misery and agony.


B.  You see Jesus' resurrection promised a future resurrection to all man kind, notice how John put it, as recorded for us in John 5:28-29  Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall hear his voice, 29 And shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation.

C.  Jesus is Risen - Never to die again -  You will rise, but to what end?



1.  To Everlasting Life or



2.  To Eternal Damnation?

CONCLUSION:

A.  It is Easter - Jesus is risen from the Dead! Halleluiah, AMEN!

B.  His resurrection provides us with three things 



1.  The Declaration - Jesus is the Son of God



2.  The Hope:




a.  Of His Second Coming and 




b.  Of Eternal Life



3.  The Determination - A Resurrection of Our Own To Heaven or Hell

JESUS IS RISEN!

WHAT WILL YOUR RESURRECTION HOLD FOR YOU?
YOU DECIDE!
� --James S. Hewett, Illustrations Unlimited (Wheaton: Tyndale House Publishers, Inc, 1988) 








