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SERMON ON THE MOUNT: DIVISION 1
Christian Character
Matthew 5:3-12
-----------------------
Poor In Spirit
Matthew 5:3

A.
The Beatitudes - Christian Character



1.  Ralph Waldo Emerson once wrote, It is easy in the world to live after the world's opinion.  It is easy in solitude to live after one's own.  But the great man is he who, in the midst of the crowd, keeps with perfect sweetness the independence of his character.  


2.  This is never so true as with the Christian who is able to live the way the Lord would have him live.  




a.  To have the character God would have him to have.




b.  To live it and stay true to it every minute of every day.



3.  For as we will see, the Beatitudes are in direct conflict with the way the world would have us to live.


B.  Tonight we will begin Division 1:  The Beatitudes, which I have entitled Christian Character.  Mat 5:3-12


1.  Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of  heaven. 


2.  Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted. 


3.  Blessed are they that morn: for they shall be comforted



4.  Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled. 


5.  Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy. 




6.  Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God. 


7.  Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of God. 


8.  Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness' sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake. Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were before you.


9.  Truly, blessed is the man who can live these words and follow after God as the deer pants after the water.
PRAY

So let's begin our look at Christian character by delving into the Beatitudes.
INTRODUCTION:

A.  The saintly Bishop Ryle once said, If we would build high we must begin low.

B.  And it was C. .H. Spurgeon who has pointed out that if a ladder is to be of any use at all, then its lowest rung must touch the ground.

C.  And so it is with Christian character, we must start at the bottom and work our way up:  Mat 5:3  Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
  I.
BLESSED ARE THE POOR IN SPIRIT....

A.  This is how the Lord begins the Sermon on the Mount



1.  The first beatitude takes us at once to rock-bottom truth.



2.  We can never rise in our Christian experience or receive blessings until we begin here.



3.  Indeed, we must continually return here time after time.


B.  We need to define two words in this opening phrase



1.  The first is "blessed"  it is found at the beginning of each of the eight statements therefore it must be import for us to know 




a.  The Greek word is makarios {mak-ar'-ee-os} and of  50 occurrences in the NT it is translated blessed 44 times;  the other 6 times, happy or happier.




b.  Why the word blessed verses happy?




     1)  It may be because the word happy seems to take into consideration our circumstances, attitudes and environment:  if everything in these areas is okay then we are happy, but otherwise we are sad.




          -  In fact, the root of the word happy is hap, meaning chance



     2)  Whereas the word blessed may be apply applied even in dire circumstances, in failing attitudes or a terrible environment.




          -  It is a state of being, based in God, not on chance




c.  In his expanded translation of the NT, Kenneth Wuest substitutes "spiritually prosperous" for the word blessed




d.  So the man who's character is forged by this principle is blessed even if the circumstances of life do not lead him to be happy at that moment.



2.  The second word is poor. The Greek word is ptochos {pto-khos'} from ptosso {to crouch}




-  It simply means being destitute of what is needed, in this case spirit.


C.  So what kind of people will be blessed?



1.  The world would say, Those who have the best education, the most money, positions of power and can do and have anything they want -  seemingly in need of nothing.



2.  But that is just opposite of what God says




a.  Those who know their real state and standing before God are the ones who will be blessed, those who are poor in spirit




b.  Those who know they are destitute of spiritual life




     1)  Those who recognize they are sinners




     2)  Those who know they can have no real satisfaction in education, money, or power




     3)  Those who know they are utterly destitute of what it takes to approach life and know true happiness.




     4)  And therefore, turn to the only thing, rather, person left - God.




     5)  Theses are the ones who will be blessed.

For
 II.
THEIRS IS THE KINGDOM OF GOD

A.  William Barclay writes, If a man has realized his own utter helplessness, and has put his whole trust in God, there will enter into his life two things which are opposite sides of the same thing.  He will become completely detached from things, for he will know that things have not got in them to bring happiness or security; and he will become completely attached to God, for he will know that God alone can bring him help, and hope, and strength.  The man who is poor in spirit is the man who has realized that things mean nothing, and that God means everything.

B.  Upon doing  so, that person will put their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ



1.  For salvation, confessing their unworthiness and inability to obtain God's righteousness on their own




-  Excepting God's gift of salvation by grace through faith!



2.  And living, confessing they cannot continue to serve God or do what is right without God's grace active in their lives.




a.  Remember Paul wrote, For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing: for to will is present with me; but how to perform that which is good I find not.  Rom 7:18



b.  We must ever come before the throne of God, poor in spirit that we might be blessed.


C.  Then indeed will the kingdom of heaven be ours - but what does that mean to you and me?



1.  Rom 14:17  For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.


2.  It's not the meat and drink of this world but something else




a.  Righteousness - the righteousness that is available through Jesus Christ, Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: 1 Pet 2:24  



b.  Peace, the peace of God




    1)  Rom 5:1  Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ:



    2)  Phil 4:7  And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.



c.  Joy, joy that is in the Holy Spirit.




    1)  Joy is the fruit of the Spirit and is that quality of happiness that is not based or effected by the changes or chances of life




     2)  John 15:11  These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might remain in you, and that your joy might be full.
CONCLUSION:

A.  Are you poor in spirit tonight or is there selfish, self-sufficient pride 


B.  Without this poorness of spirit there will be no righteousness, peacefulness, or joyfulness.


C.  Jesus said, Mat 5:3  Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
