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THE GOD OF BEGINNINGS
Gen 1:1-13
INTRODUCTION:

A.  As I was searching for what to preach this morning I came across an outline I have had for many years.



1.  I keep this notebook where I write down ideas God gives me when I’m reading, studying or even sleeping.



2.  I say this only to let you know that I can’t vouch for the originality of the material it has been too long, but it is biblical!


B.  So this morning, with the help of the Holy Spirit, I want to show you just how great a God our God is: In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.   Gen 1:1


1.  Oh the richness of these first ten words in our Bible!  The Word of God!



2.  In the beginning - beginning of what?




a.  The beginning of this world as we know it - in the beginning of this solar system - in the beginning of this universe!




b.  In the beginning of life itself!



3.  In the beginning, God!  God is eternal!




a.  Elohim - The Eternal God of Power and Majesty!




b.  And please note, The word Elohim is a plural noun




c.  From the very outset of the Word of God we hear of the Trinity:  Father, Son and Holy Spirit!



4.  This statement is so powerful that the Bible makes no attempt to prove God's existence or confirm His eternal nature - It Is FACT!



5.  In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth!  What a marvelous God:  He spoke and it was done!




a.  PRAISE GOD, for His creative power!




b.  You have heard the saying, God made something out of nothing and hung it in the middle of nowhere and told it to stay there! and it did!



c.  May fools in this world deny the acts of creation, even in the face of all the evidence that refutes their humanly wise ideas




d.  The great astronomer, Kirchner, had a friend who denied the existence of a God. One day he called on the astronomer. When he saw in the corner of his room a very beautiful celestial globe, he inquired who had made it. "It's not mine," said Kirchner, "and I don't think anybody made it. It must have come there by chance, and of its own accord." "Ridiculous!" said his friend. "Why," rejoined Kirchner, "you cannot believe that this little, imperfect piece of workmanship sprang into existence of itself? How then can you imagine that the glorious heavens, which this merely represents, could have sprung into being of their own accord?"  PRAISE GOD!



6.  Not only is God eternal, He is the Creator and  


C.  God is at work in a chaotic world, look at Gen 1:2,  And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters.  




1.  The earth was without form and void - emptiness, nothingness



2.  Darkness was upon the face of the deep



3.  The Spirit of God moved to bring about a change, to bring about a new beginning 



4.  This is His purpose in our lives as well



5.  He is the God of Beginnings!


D.  Let's look at our Scripture passage for this morning and see how God works Gen 1:3-13  And God said, Let there be light: and there was light. {4} And God saw the light, that it was good: and God divided the light from the darkness. {5} And God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And the evening and the morning were the first day. {6} And God said, Let there be a firmament in the midst of the waters, and let it divide the waters from the waters. {7} And God made the firmament, and divided the waters which were under the firmament from the waters which were above the firmament: and it was so. {8} And God called the firmament Heaven. And the evening and the morning were the second day. {9} And God said, Let the waters under the heaven be gathered together unto one place, and let the dry land appear: and it was so. {10} And God called the dry land Earth; and the gathering together of the waters called he Seas: and God saw that it was good. {11} And God said, Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb yielding seed, and the fruit tree yielding fruit after his kind, whose seed is in itself, upon the earth: and it was so. {12} And the earth brought forth grass, and herb yielding seed after his kind, and the tree yielding fruit, whose seed was in itself, after his kind: and God saw that it was good. {13} And the evening and the morning were the third day.


1.  Just as God worked in this creation, He works in the new creation.  



2.  Here we see Him create or bring into existance three things:




a.  God Brings Light




b.  God Brings Order




c.  God Brings Life

PRAY
God as the Master Creator, had and has a wonderful plan, it begins with 
  I.
GOD BRINGS LIGHT:  Gen 1:3-5  And God said, Let there be light: and there was light. {4} And God saw the light, that it was good: and God divided the light from the darkness. {5} And God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And the evening and the morning were the first day.

A.
God is the source of all light!



1.  Here we see Him create light, but no physical source, and our pea brain can't imagine that 



2.  It is not until later, on the forth day that He creates the Sun, stars, and moon, they are His handiwork




a.  Psa 19:1  states, The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament showeth his handiwork. And




b.  As David thought on God he was led to write, Who coverest thyself with light as with a garment:  Psa 104:2


3.  God does not need the sun or stars to bring forth light - His glory is all that is needed, He is Light




a.   At the birth of Jesus we read,  And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them:  Luke 2:9



b.  And we know that in the New Jerusalem there will be no need for the sun or candle for the Lord God giveth them light: and they shall reign for ever and ever.  Rev 22:5


4.  The sun, stars and the moon are just deputies to brings God's physical light to earth


B.  But God wants to bring much more light into this world than these heavenly objects can project



1.  God wants to bring light into our lives through the Gospel



2.  In John 8:12 Jesus is recorded as saying, I am the light of the world: he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.


3.  And just as physical blindness keeps one from seeing the wonderful light of the Sun, spiritual blindness keeps the soul from seeing the glorious light of the Son!




-  2 Cor 4:4  In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them.


4.  It has been said that "There is none so blind as those who will not see."  We must first see the Light!



5.  All of creation testifies to the fact that the Lord our God is the light of the World!  And so that light must shine!

Having provided light, 
 II.
GOD BRINGS ORDER:  Gen 1:6-10  And God said, Let there be a firmament in the midst of the waters, and let it divide the waters from the waters. {7} And God made the firmament, and divided the waters which were under the firmament from the waters which were above the firmament: and it was so. {8} And God called the firmament Heaven. And the evening and the morning were the second day. {9} And God said, Let the waters under the heaven be gathered together unto one place, and let the dry land appear: and it was so. {10} And God called the dry land Earth; and the gathering together of the waters called he Seas: and God saw that it was good.

A.  The light of God revealed the chaotic condition of the world.



1.  Now there must be a dividing of the waters and the forming of the atmosphere



2.  Land and water are separated and boundaries formed



3.  The Holy Spirit brings order out of confusion and chaos



4.  When God wants order, He does some dividing


B.  And Folks, the Cross is a divider!



1.  There is no neutral ground around the cross it is a divider.



2.  Jesus said, Think not that I am come to send peace on earth: I came not to send peace, but a sword. {35} For I am come to set a man at variance against his father, and the daughter against her mother, and the daughter in law against her mother in law.  Mat 10:34-35    


3.  In the cross, all humanity is divided into two groups, as seen in the two dying thieves.




a.  One thief realized his sin and accepted Christ as Savior - the light of God had dawned!




b.  The other scoffed at his sin and rejected Christ, joining in with the others around the cross in mocking Him!




c.  As you sit here this morning you are on one side of the cross or the other:  Saved or Scoffing!



4.  Everyone of us is a sinner by first birth,  For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;  Rom 3:23



a.  And because we are all sinners we will all die, For the wages of sin is death;   Rom 6:23 



b.  Sin and Death keep the world in chaos and the world for the most part has chosen to align itself with the thief who denied the Lord and scoffed at Him and sin.



5.  God wants to bring order out of Chaos




a.  As the light of God exposes sin He draws us to the cross, for it was there that the Holy Son of God died to redeem those who were dead in sin!




b.  Jesus died for our sin and then He rose from the dead, Hallelujah!  God brings order to our lives!

Where God shines light outof darkness and brings order from chaos,
III.
GOD BRINGS LIFE!  Gen 1:10-13  And God called the dry land Earth; and the gathering together of the waters called he Seas: and God saw that it was good. {11} And God said, Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb yielding seed, and the fruit tree yielding fruit after his kind, whose seed is in itself, upon the earth: and it was so. {12} And the earth brought forth grass, and herb yielding seed after his kind, and the tree yielding fruit, whose seed was in itself, after his kind: and God saw that it was good. {13} And the evening and the morning were the third day.

A.  God divides the water and the land



1.  The seas, lakes and rivers appear



2.  The planet Earth is now able to sustain life: light, land, and water are available!



3.  God commands life and the trees and plants spring up!  born, if you would, into the marvelous new world!



4.  As they grow they instinctively know to bear fruit after their own kind because God made them that way!



5.  The are commanded to be fruitful!


B.  And so it is with mankind.



1.  With the light of the gospel exposing a man's sinfulness, he comes to the Cross



2.  With repentance in his heart, He claims Jesus' death as his own and rejoices in the Lord's resurrection!




-    For if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. {10} For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.... For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.  Rom 10:9-10.13


3.  He is born into a wonderful new life!  Praise God!



4.  And as it was the nature of the plants and trees to bring forth fruit after its kind, so it is with the new man - the Christian!



5.  We are to be producing fruit!




a.  The fruit of the Spirit should be evident in our lives.



b.  What is that you say? But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, {23} Meekness, temperance:  Gal 5:22-23, 




c.   But remember this Jesus said, I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit:  John 15:5    


6.  PRAISE GOD!  A new Creation.




a.  A man of righteousness where once there was a man of sinfulness!




b.  A Child of God instead of a child of the devil!




c.  A Saint for all eternity!

CONCLUSION:  In closing


A.  It was God who gave light, order and life to this world of ours


B.  It is God who can give you the Light, the Order and the Life, today



1.  You can have a new beginning, a new birth!



2.  Faith in Christ will make you a new creation!


C.  Would you come to Jesus Christ this morning in light of the Gospel allowing Him to bring order and eternal life to you?

